undertake such an enormous task and capable of accomplishing it successfully. One of the most impressive achieveme'nts is the combination of the practising physician's understanding approach to the patient as a human being with the assimilated detailed knowledge of diagnostic aspects covering practically the whole ofinternal medicine. The chapter headings provide a good idea of the system adopted: General considerations; anemia; hemorrhagic diathesis; pyrexia; headache; dyspnoea; arrhythmias; ECG changes; thoracic pain; hypertension; hypotension; shadows in the lung fields; hilar enlargement; enlargement of lymph glands; abdominal pain; diarrhoea; constipation; jaundice; splenomegaly; hmematuria, proteinuria, pyuria and casts in the urine; cedema; pain in the extremities and spine; paralysis; loss of consciousness; disturbances in water-, electrolyte-and acid-base equilibrium. Omitting criticism of points of detail, which would be ungracious as well as inappropriate in a short review, it may be mentioned that the book would further gain in usefulness if the bibliographies were brought more up to date, and work quoted in the text always incorporated in the bibliographies. The more familiar the reader is with internal medicine, the more valuable this book should be. London: HKLewis 1963 This monograph collates recent researches by international experts into the evolution, neurnphysiology and clinical application of the hallticinogenic drugs.
An excellent introduction provides a stimulating, unbiased summary of the'ensuing papers and discussions. It brings into focus the limited knowledge and clinical application of these drugs. Their property is emphasized, with cogent reasons for 'psycholytic' as more appropriately describing this therapy.
While there is general agreement that psycholytic drugs relieve tension states, there is no agreement on the types of neurosis likely to benefit therefrom. Enthusiasts claim excellent results in sexual and character disorders and obsessional states, while others find them of doubtful value. Some workers visualize using the drugs in group therapy, others in individual therapy.
Much research is still required to substantiate some of the claims, but the material emphasizes the problems of treating neurosis. The theory that this therapy is related to 'brain washing' is interesting and stimulating. The opinions of enthusiasts and sceptics are fairly recorded and the reader may make his own estimate of the value of these drugs. Controlled clinical assessment is needed to assess the value of psycholytic drugs in neurosis and character disorders and to provide a clearer indication for their use.
The last session describes the experiences of three eminent laymena well-known author/ Disorders peculiar to the female child have been somewhat neglected in the literature and this delightful book is a most acceptable addition to a pmdiatric library. It is beautifully produced with a large page format and excellent illustrations. The author has drawn widely on the experience of others, which is inevitable in a field where many of the important conditions are uncommon. There are of course some gaps. In all chapters there is an extensive bibliography and there is excellent crossreference between the sections; this unusual feature is most welcome.
Considerable space has been devoted to endocrinology with much investigative detail which is probably better confined to monographs. Little is said of the various forms of duplication in the uterus and vagina and this problem is dealt with under obstruction of the genital tract. An extensive section on the ectopic ureter makes no mention of the large ureteroceles formed by such ectopic ureters: these produce obstruction and filling defects in the bladder, and may be difficult to distinguish from retention abscesses due to genital reduplication. Gynaecological aspects of bladder extrophy are discussed but without reference to the modem procedure of bilateral posterior iliac osteotomy which, by allowing the pelvis to close in the front, diminishes the risk of pelvic floor prolapse. There are excellent chapters on puberty, precocious motherhood and genetic abnormalities. This is a book of very high quality combining originality and readability with a mass of information in a clear and stimulating form for any engaged in pediatrics, in family or specialist practice.
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